150                   JOHN  GIBSON
Medica is one of the greatest favourites of the
judges of art; it represents Athena Polias, the
guardian goddess of Athens. It is most probably
a repetition after Phidias. It was found in the
round building on the Esquiline Hill, commonly
known by the name of the Temple of Minerva
Medica.
A few feet in advance is the great statue of the
Nile with a large family of children playing all
round about him, those children representing the
increase of the river Nile to the height of sixteen
cubits.    The  sixteenth  is placed  in   the  cornu-
copia in his hand to show that fertility was spread
over the land.    This statue was found near the
Church  of  Santa Maria Sopra Minerva, where
anciently stood the Temple of Isis and Serapis, in
the pontificate of Leo the Tenth, by whom it was
placed in the Vatican.    This splendid work of art
is not a repetition, but an original   production
finished by the master himself.    It is only the
artist  who has   studied nature who can  decide
between an original and a copy;  here nature is
represented full and large, rather exuberant and
very fleshy.    The head is truly grand, and turns to
the left shoulder with a most paternal expression,
and the whole is in perfect repose.    This great
work has no doubt been executed by an artist of
no common celebrity, and is a noble study for the
student.